
www.buckeye-central.org                    “BC Pride”                       Winter 2016

-1-

From the desk of Superintendent Robinson...

What’s Inside Elementary News
Page 2 - 3

Middle School News
Page 4 - 5

High School News
Page 6 & 7

 - continued on page 8 

 We are excited to share that Buckeye Central Middle School was 
awarded the 2016 Momentum Award by the Ohio State Board of Educa-
tion. The Momentum Award recognizes schools that received an “A” on every 
value-added measure (student academic growth) included within the 2016 
Ohio school report card. Our students made greater than expected progress in 
English/language arts, reading, mathematics, social studies, and science which 
is especially commendable because of our student diversity and a wide array 
of learning needs. Focusing on our goal of students-first, the award is a quality 
indicator that our students from every background and ability level can, and do 
achieve. We convey our thanks to our teachers, support staff, and parents for 
believing that every child can succeed academically and for making sure that 
every child does experience success. With well over 600 districts in Ohio, only 
56 districts and 169 schools within those districts earned the 2016 Momentum 
Award. Ours is a great example of teamwork and commitment providing the best for every child at Buckeye 
Central.
 Looking at the calendar, we only have four days of school remaining until the holiday break. Students 
will be on break from December 22 through January 2. We return to school on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 
Monday, January 16, 2017 is Martin Luther King Day with “No School” for students and staff. The end of 
the first semester is Friday, January 20, 2017 which is an early release day. I’m pleased to report that we’ve 
had an excellent first semester and students remain at the forefront of our daily academics and activities.
 The “1x1” Chromebook program for grades 4, 6, 9 & 10 has gone extremely well. This integration 
of technology and learning is benefitting our students tremendously. We’re looking forward to the full imple-
mentation of this technology program in grades four through 12 effective with next (2017-2018) school year. 
A special thanks to the parents and students for their holistic engagement and support of this program, enhanc-
ing the positive gains. 
 In the spirit of the season, there are many altruistic activities taking place within our schools. The 
Shoes for Schools program insures that all of our students have access to quality, warm shoes during these 
cold winter months. We also have the Blessings Program due to the help of so many persons. This program 
currently helps 77 families between Buckeye Central and St. Bernard School with a total of 138 students 
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Elementary School News                                                  
Mr. Matt Millinger, Principal
From the Desk of the Principal

We have had a busy couple of months during October and November. The fourth grade participated in a flag 
etiquette assembly on October 3. The students were given instruction on the proper ways to display and care for 
the American and Ohio Flags. They were also given instruction how to show respect and the proper ceremony to 
dispose of our flags. 

The kindergarten and first grade classes participated in Livestock Live on October 7. They were provided in-
struction on different types of animals found in our agricultural society, how those animals were cared for and 
their purpose. The students were able to ask questions and interact with some of the animals. Also, The kin-
dergarten took a field trip to Pickwick Place on October 14 and were able to enjoy several activities while they 
were there. All of the students returned with a small pumpkin that they decorated to be their favorite character. 
The pumpkins were displayed outside the classrooms. Mrs. Horning’s kindergarten class also participated in a 
Leadership Luncheon that took place on October 21.

Pastor Pairan came into the classrooms as the PTO sponsored art experience for the month of October. He vis-
ited each of the classes and gave them instruction on how to draw different Halloween characters. The students 
greatly enjoyed the activity. Many thanks to the PTO and Pastor Pairan for setting up this event. 

We celebrated Right to Read week from November 14 through November 18 using a theme for each day of the 
week that went along with the books written by our guest artists, Jeanette and Christopher Canyon. The Can-
yons came to the school on Tuesday to do presentations for the students about the books that they had written 
and designed. They also presented to the community for our Literacy Night that evening and several prizes were 
raffled off at the end of the program. The week culminated with a schoolwide drop everything and read program 
that took place on Friday, November 18. Thank you to Sue Steiger, Paige Caudill, Deb Daniel, Tracy Phillips, 
Amy Wilde and Jackie Stockmaster for all of their help in organizing this celebration. The entire week was 
packed full of exciting activities for the students to encourage and promote reading in their daily routine.

All of us at Buckeye Central Elementary hope that you have the Happiest Holiday Season ever!

Fourth Grade Career Day
On November 21st, the fourth grade attended 
a Career Day sponsored by SPARC Talent 
Development. The event was held at Mid-
Ohio. Students had the opportunity to visit 
four stations to learn about four different 
potential careers. Buckeye Central students 
learned specifically about the health, military, 
agriculture and construction career fields. Pre-
sentations were given by Ohio Health, Army 
National Guard, Niese Farms, and Bricklay-
ers. The students were given a lot of great 
information and were engaged throughout the 
presentations. This event was a great way for 
our students to get real life ideas of possible 
careers for their futures. 
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P.T.O. Activity
Mr. Scrooge

Fourth Grade Good Life Program
The fourth grade students have been participat-
ing in a program called Good Life, which is a 
character building program brought to Buckeye 
Central by the OACB and Good Life Network. 
The program consisted of six weekly sessions 
where students learned how to be Good Life 
Heros in several different way. They talked 
about the importance of respect and caring 
about people around them. They also talked 
about having a good heart, showing respect, and 
taking care of one another. The Good Life Team 
did a great job helping our fourth grade students 
become Good Life Heros.

“FLAT STANLEY” CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR 
THE MILITARY
One of our parents, Amanda Stacklin, approached the 
elementary recently about doing something nice for a 
military unit stationed overseas for the holidays. “Flat 
Stanley” is a popular children’s series based on a boy 
who is so flat that he gets mailed all of the world to have 
different adventures. All of our students in the elementary 
participated and made about 250 cards last week. But 
instead of “Flat Stanley,” they each made a flat repre-
sentation of themselves along with a letter. They will be 
mailed out this week to a unit stationed in Japan. Hope-
fully they will bring a little Christmas cheer and smile to 
their face as they spend their holidays away from family 
while serving our country.PTO Activity

The PTO sponsored the Colum-
bus Children’s Theatre to come 
into our school on November 
29 and perform Mr. Scrooge 
for all of the K-6 students. The 
performance was outstanding 
and sent a very positive anti-
bullying message along with 
expressing the importance of 
looking out for others. The 
students were highly engaged 
in the performance and had the 
opportunity to ask questions 
after the conclusion of the play. 
It was an outstanding event that 
was beneficial for the students 
in their continued pursuit to 
building character.
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Middle School News       
Mrs. Deborah Daniel, Principal
 
From the Principal’s Desk
Quarter one was chock full of new ideas and special events at Buckeye Central Middle School.  From a new 
incentive program to unique curriculum opportunities to Right to Read Week and Literacy Night with the Can-
yons, there was something for everyone. 

Before leaving for Thanksgiving break, we also celebrated the accomplishments of our fifth through eighth 
grade students with an academic awards assembly to recognize the merit and honor roll earners and the perfect 
attendance and citizenship awardees.

Deborah Daniel, MS Principal 

Positive Referral to the Principal Program (PRP) 
At their last meeting, the BCMS staff members agreed to adopt the Positive Referral to the Principal Program 
and helped finalize its guidelines.  Each teacher will choose four students per nine weeks to receive a positive 
referral to the principal.  The students will come to the principal’s office with the completed card where they 
will be congratulated for their positive action and will have their names entered in a drawing to take place at 
the end of the quarter.  Four names (one from each grade level) will be drawn to receive prizes such as movie 
passes. 
 
The purpose of the program is to focus on the good behavior all around us and to move the emphasis away 
from those who seek attention for negative acts.
 
Creative Use of Standards 
Fall festival time offered the opportunity for teachers to be extra creative with Ohio’s learning standards.  The 
fifth grade social studies classes and sixth grade science classes proved this with their products and services 
and mystery bag observation lessons. 
 
Mrs. Steiger’s students designed, stamped, counted, packaged, and delivered candy corn treats to grateful staff 
members and learned how complex it is to run a small business. 
 
 A guest instructor, the board’s own Mrs. McDougal, continued the discussion as she incorporated the financial 
literacy requirements into the curriculum.  She also reviewed the day’s vocabulary with the students. 
 
Mrs. Caudill’s students used the observation method to identify mystery body parts concealed in brown paper 
bags.  Although they weren’t brains, hair, eyeballs, or hearts, the mostly “doctored up” vegetables in the bags 
made them second guess their senses.  The unique use of engagement, exploration, and explanation made for 
an informative and entertaining lesson! 
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Electric Cooperative Video
Mrs. Williamson’s students are film stars!  The seventh grade science 
students recently performed in a promotional video for the  standards-
based Ohio Energy Project that makes up a portion of their curriculum.   
Cameras rolled as they explored closed and open circuits, compared 
output of CFLs, LEDs and ILs, and considered the electricity use of 
household appliances.  They also answered questions about the cur-
riculum and their interest in science. 

7th and 8th Grade Fall Dance
A week after Homecoming 2016, the middle school hosted their own 
special event and some posed for a group picture! 

Right to Read Week and Literacy Night (sponsored by the BC 
Endowment Committee)
Throughout Right to Read Week, fifth and sixth grade students par-
ticipated in daily literacy activities including reading to elementary 
students, making clay designs to correspond with poems or articles 
they had read.  They also dressed up in flannel, in sunshine colors 
and paraphernalia, BC wear, as a Grandma or Grandpa, and like their 
favorite literary character.

All three buildings joined in for Drop Everything and Read on Friday.  Three times during the day, students 
and staff alike dropped everything and read for 15 minutes.

Literacy Night guests were treated to hearing Jeanette Canyon talk about her colorful and textural illustrations 
made with 3-D polymer clay.  As everyone could see, she possesses an extraordinary amount of patience to be 
able to prepare and execute such intricate designs.

Her husband Christopher shared his artistic process in a unique way.  He walked the audience through the evo-
lution of his characters and then performed the John Denver songs that inspired their creation.

The evening ended with door prize drawings for signed copies of the Canyons’ books, Barnes and Noble gift 
certificates, a Pepperidge Farm gift basket and visits to the activity tables including 
local library displays and crafts, examples of student clay designs and grade level banners, take home activity 
packages including modeling clay and literacy catchers, and a light snack.

We are already investigating authors and themes for next year’s event!

       

Fall Dance

Electric Co Op Video
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High School News       
Dr. Mike Martin, Principal
From the Principal’s Desk
This fall has been a busy one for the high school.  Each year we celebrate homecoming and the corresponding 
events of the week.  The whole week had a theme dress down day.  Students kept to the theme each day and 
were very creative.  The Powder Puff football game was played under the lights this year.  The number of stu-
dents participating doubled from last year as well as the crowd that came to watch.  Halftime of the game was 
highlighted by games sponsored by Student Council.  Students played marshmallow games, had a race to put 
on a tee shirt that was frozen and in a ball, as well as Egg Roulette.  The Powder Puff game was followed by 
the bonfire.  The cheerleaders and band led the bonfire.  

Seven Buckeye Central junior and seniors participated in the Crawford County Leadership Academy.  Seven 
students from each of the six Crawford county schools gathered for two full days of leadership training.  This 
is the first year of the academy.  The first day was hosted by Pickwick Place, the second was hosted by Hords 
Farms, both located in Bucyrus.  

During these past months students have been actively engaged in colleges via school sponsored visits or the 
numerous times that Buckeye has hosted a college to speak with interested students.  Seniors in both Mr. Jensen 
and Mrs. Stout’s classes were afforded the opportunity to participate in Ashland University’s English Day.  Our 
students had the opportunity to sit in three real college lectures and experience firsthand the rigor of college 
academics.

Both the middle and high school hosted Brad Hurtig as well as his traveling band, Plain Cities.  Brad is a moti-
vational speaker from a small town in NW Ohio that mirrors Buckeye Central communities.   Brad lost both of 
his lower arms in a work accident the summer before his junior year.  He was able to adapt and overcome this 
accident and by his senior year he was an All-Ohio linebacker.  His message was simple, “Find a way.”

The middle and high schools implemented the S.O.S. (Signs of Suicide) program.  It is a statewide initiative 
created by Children’s Nationwide Hospital in Columbus.  Nationwide provided us with professionals to train 
our staff here at BC.  Once trained we hosted a S.O.S. night for our community and parents of our students.  We 
then provided two days of lessons to the high school students.   The results of this have been very positive.  Our 
students showed a great deal of maturity and compassion for one another.  Our community members and par-
ents have been positive and supportive throughout the process.  The end goal is to tighten our relationships as 
both a student body and school community as well as educate our students and our community members.  We 
believe that Buckeye Central is a very safe and caring school district, however, we still would like to do all we 
can to ensure that all of our students are safe physically and emotionally!

The winter sports season is upon us.  Both the boys and girls basketball teams are in action and doing well.  We 
are starting our 100th season of boy’s basketball and our 101st season of girl’s.  It is exciting to think about the 
tradition of excellence that Buckeye has produced between both of these programs over the past 100 years!  
Boy’s wrestling is up and running.  The Drama Club had a fantastic show!  A huge thanks to Mark Heydinger 
and all the cast members.  The MS choir and band performed on Sunday December 4.  Both the high school 
band and choir will perform in the next two weekends on Sunday December 11th and 18th.  Please make sure 
to look at our calendar of events and make one of these shows.  We have very talented students who work ex-
tremely hard for these events and they promise to be entertaining!

Mike Martin, HS Principal
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Art Department
Haley Kalb was nominated by Mrs. Majoy to participate in a watercolor work-
shop sponsored by the Crawford County Arts Council. The workshop was led 
by artist Christopher Leeper. Participants took part in a two day workshop to 
learn watercolor techniques and methods. During the workshop, Haley created 
two paintings as seen to the right.

Science Department
Biology students are using microscopes and other technology to study the variety of cellular functions that are 
associated with life.  Students will then begin to understand how these functions are regulated as they perform 
experiments with photosynthesis, cellular respiration, and cell division.
Students in Anatomy & Physiology will soon be studying the muscular system.  We will discuss how muscle 
contraction occurs and how exercise aids in building the muscle.  By using the interactive Poke-a-Muscle game, 
students will memorize the major muscles of the body.
In Physics, students are finalizing their toothpick bridges so we can test the force supported until “failure” oc-
curs.  As we create the bridges, we are discussing force interactions and Newton’s three laws.

Social Studies Department
World History students are beginning their revisionist history research 
papers.  In these papers the students get to change one outcome in 
world history and project the changes it would have had on history as 
we know it.
Contemporary Issues students have spent time talking about human 
rights.  Part of this unit involved a field trip to the Heidelberg Geno-
cide Lecture Series where they participated in mini lectures regarding 
various aspects of genocide and then listened to Billy Friend, a Wyan-
dot Indian Chief, speak about Native American Genocide.
Conspiracy Theories students examined the conspiracy theories sur-
rounding the assassination of John F. Kennedy.  They put together 
suspect boards to highlight possible conspirators and then expressed 
their opinion on which seemed most plausible.

English Department
English I students recently wrote an imaginative story and presented it as a speech 
entitled, “If I Were an Animal…”  Students also conducted an online scavenger 
hunt about the Russian Revolution and the U.S.S.R. before embarking on a novel 
study of George Orwell’s Animal Farm.  Students are working in cooperative learning groups as we study this 
classic, 20th century, satirical novel.
British Literature students are presenting their findings on one aspect of Medieval England in the form of a mini 
research paper before diving into Chaucer’s “Prologue” of The Canterbury Tales and an Arthurian legend, “Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight.”  The very-British tea party went so well last nine weeks that a medieval feast 
may be in the works for an end-of-the-grading period party this nine weeks!
Research/Communication students studied famous speeches of the 20th century before researching and writing 
their own informative speech.  These speeches began on November 30.  

Math Department
Things have been full swing in the math classrooms.  In the Advanced Geometry classes 
the students have been able to learn geometry dynamically because every student has a 
Chromebook device.  This has been an invaluable tool in helping all students understand 
some of the more challenging concepts in the course.  The Calculus students are in the 
middle of learning differential calculus.  This year I am looking to field another math-
ematics competition team to complete in the Moody’s Mega Math Challenge which takes place in February.  

Social 
Studies

Haley Kalb
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 Superintendent Message continued from page 1 

being served. The Middle School Honor Club supported the Crawford County Salvation Army by hosting a 
canned food drive. It is heartwarming to experience the commitment to our communities and families within 
our schools. Also in keeping with the Christmas season, our music department presented their annual, seasonal 
holiday concerts in their tradition of fine arts excellence. 
 Winter sports have begun with the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams starting league play. The wrestling 
team has participated in a couple of invitational meets with more on the schedule. We encourage you to attend 
various contests as your calendar permits. The student-athletes appreciate our support.
 As we enter the New Year, we continue to extend our welcome to attend the district’s board meetings 
if your calendar permits. The regular meeting each month is held on the second Thursday at 7 p.m. in the mul-
tipurpose room. I also encourage you to check our district’s website and social media sites (Facebook, Twitter) 
on a regular basis to stay up-to-date on all district activities.  
 Students always come first within Buckeye Central Local Schools…BC Pride!

In Education,
Mark A. Robinson
Superintendent

Kindergarten News
The kindergarten students have had a busy fall with some special 
activities. In October all three classes went to Cooper’s Mill and 
Pickwick Place to enjoy all sorts of fall activities, including a slide 
out of a combine!  The students enjoyed interacting with the baby 
animals and working with the crafts along with all of the farm ac-
tivities they were able to explore.  

The kindergarten students performed a poem to honor our Veterans 
at our Veteran’s Day assembly in November. 

The sixth grade team organized a couple of activities that allowed 
the sixth grade students to peer mentor with the kindergartners. 
First, the sixth grade students came down and read with the younger 
students.  Second,  the kindergarteners made the trip upstairs and 
made a tree ornament and learned how to write an acrostic poem 
with their older friends.  The experience was enjoyed by both 
groups of students. 

First Grade
First grade students shared a Veteran’s Day poem during 
the Veteran’s Day Luncheon. Following the poem, students 
presented the Veterans with a child created gift. 
In early November, first graders visited an animal 
rehabilitation center, “Back to the Wild,” in Castalia. 
Students learned three important ways to help animals. First, 
limit the use of chemicals. Second, don’t litter; recycle as 
much as you can. Last, don’t keep wild animals as pets. 
Students also enjoyed learning about the habitat of some of 
the center’s animals such as the snow owl, barn owl, bobcat, 
tortoise, snake, and the bald eagle. Back to the Wild

Kdg. Fall Fun & Veterans Day
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DINOSAURS!
In line with the Ohio Science Standards, the second grade embarked on a whole unit of di-
nosaurs and fossils! Throughout the course of the unit, we learned first-hand how hard it is 
to extract fossils from the soil. (Although, we dug chocolate chips out of cookies instead of 
bones out of rock!) We also learned what conditions were needed to have fossils form and 
then made our own fossil prints out of coffee ground play dough. During our unit we each 
conducted research on a specific dinosaur. With that information we created brochures on 
the computer and constructed habitat boxes at home. Some of the students even went a step 
further and created a Google Slide presentation as well. Beyond that we were able to work 
across the curriculum and complete assignments in other areas as well. In math we used our 
newly acquired triple and double digit addition and subtraction skills to determine when our 
dinosaurs lived and how long they were on Earth, as well as graphing height, weight, and 
length. For social studies we used world maps and located the places where fossils of our 
dinosaurs were found and constructed a timeline that stretched down the wall in the hallways 
to show when our dinosaurs lived. Our problem solving skills were put to use by using prior 
knowledge and what we had learned about dinosaurs to take a pile of bones and attempt to put 
them together to make the actual dinosaur they had belonged to. At the end of our project, on 
the day before Thanksgiving break, we had the the chance to present all of our hard work to 
our classmates. The final (and best) moment though came when we had our families and other classes take tours 
when we opened our Dinosaur Museums!
Eighth Grade Reading Field Trip to Chamber Theatre Production 
The eighth grade students of Buckeye Central Middle School attended a Chamber Theatre production in Co-
lumbus on Wednesday, October 26. They watched a series of short stories and excerpts from famous writers 
such as Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” and “The Tell Tale Heart,” Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow,” W.W Jacobs’ “The Monkey’s Paw,” Guy de Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” and Mark Twain’s “The 
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County.” 
Prior to attending the production, the students worked diligently to split the reading of these short stories in 
groups. Their task was to create a movie trailer with their classmates to share with their peers about the story 
they read and analyzed. We discussed story elements such as figurative language, plot, and climax as well as 
discussed how to create their short story trailer without giving away the resolution before the production. As a 
result, the students experienced hands-on enjoyment of these timeless classic tales and legends and were able to 
view the characters they came to know so well come alive on stage.
HS Robotics
This is the first year that we have 
offered robotics to the students.  The 
students in the class are posed with 
many different challenges through-
out the semester and are required to 
problem solve in teams to get through 
the challenges.  Currently, the “teams” 
have been working on integrating 
sensors and servo motors on their 
robots.  We have three different types 
of robotics that we are coding: Vex, 
Tetrix, and Lego Mindstorms.  Eighth Grade Field Trip to Chamber Theatre Production
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 WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES
Varsity/JV Boys’ Basketball

Dec 2  Plymouth       A               6:00
Dec 3  South Central       H               6:00
Dec 10  Mohawk       H               6:00 
Dec 16  Seneca East       H               6:00
Dec 17  New Riegel       A               6:00 
Dec 20  Upper Sandusky      H          6:00
Dec 23  Ridgedale       A               6:00
Dec 30  Carey        H               6:00
Jan 6  Bucyrus       A          6:00 
Jan 7  Colonel Crawford      H               6:00
Jan 12   Willard        H               6:00
Jan 14  Wynford                      A               6:00
Jan 20  Mohawk                   A               6:00
Jan 21             Seneca East                         A               6:00
Jan 28  Galion               H               6:00
Feb 3  Upper Sandusky                  A               6:00
Feb 4  Ridgedale                            H               6:00
Feb 7  Carey                                   A               6:00
Feb 11   Bucyrus                               H               6:00
Feb 17  Colonel Crawford               A               6:00
Feb 21  Crestview       A          6:00
Feb 24  Wynford       H          6:00

Middle School  Boys’ Basketball

Dec 1  Upper Sandusky                 H               5:00
Dec 5  Ridgedale      A          5:00
Dec 8  Carey       H                5:00
Dec 12  Bucyrus      A                5:00
Dec 15  Colonel Crawford     H                5:00
Dec 19  Wynford                             A                5:00
Jan 5  Mohawk                  A                5:00
Jan 9  Seneca East                        H                5:00
Jan 14  Upper Sandusky     A              10:00
Jan 17  Ridgedale                  A                5:00
Jan 19             Carey                   A                5:00
Jan 23  Bucyrus      H                5:00
Jan 26    Colonel Crawford               A               5:00
Jan 28  Wynford                              H             10:00
Jan 30  Mohawk                              H               5:00
Jan 31  Seneca East                         A               5:00

Middle School Girls’ Basketball
Girls schedule is opposite location of boys games above

Varsity/JV Girls’ Basketball
Nov 29  Plymouth       H          6:00
Dec 3  Crestview                   H               1:00
Dec 6   Mohawk        H               6:00
Dec 9  Seneca East                A               6:00
Dec 13  New Riegel       H               6:00 
Dec 17  Upper Sandusky      H          1:00
Dec 22  Ridgedale       A               6:00
Dec 27  Willard        A               1:00
Dec 29  Carey        H               6:00
Jan 3  Riverdale       A               6:00
Jan 5  Bucyrus                   A               6:00
Jan 7  Colonel Crawford               H               1:00
Jan 10             Wynford                   A               6:00
Jan 13  Mohawk       A               6:00
Jan 17  Seneca East                         H               6:00
Jan 24  Upper Sandusky                  A               6:00
Jan 27  Ridgedale                            H               6:00
Jan 31  Carey        A               6:00
Feb 4   Bucyrus                               H               1:00
Feb 6  Cardington                   A               6:00
Feb 10  Colonel Crawford      A               6:00
Feb 14  Wynford       H               6:00

Varsity Wrestling
Dec 3  Gibsonburg Invite                A              9:30
Dec 10  Ridgedale Invite       A            10:00
Dec 27  BC Invite                             H            10:00
Jan 7  Plymouth Invite        A            10:00
Jan 14  Carey Invite        A            10:00
Feb 4  Tiffin Calvert       A           10:00
Feb 11  Margaretta Invite             A           10:00
Feb 18  N10 @ Bucyrus      A           10:00

For the most current athletic schedules go to,

Arbiter Live Website

(Pocket schedules are available 

around town or at school.)
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Athletic Director - Jay Zeiter 

Good Luck 
Bucks & Buckettes!
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